What is the Victims’ Bill of Rights?
Signed into law in 1992, Delaware’s
Victims’ Bill of Rights provides protections
that must be guaranteed to the victims of a

violent crime or a serious crime involving
property. It specifically lists duties of
police, prosecutors, the courts, corrections
and others to protect the interests and well-
being of victims and witnesses. Protections
may also be extended to a spouse, children,
parents, siblings and neighborhood or
homeowners’ associations.

This brochure summarizes the major
highlights of the Victims’ Bill of Rights.
The entire text appears in the Delaware
Code, Title 11, Chapter 94. You may
locate the Victims’ Bill of Rights online at
www.delcode.state.de.us

When you report a crime...

The Victims Bill of Rights requires
police to take several steps as soon as you
report a violent crime or a serious property
crime. The police must provide:

* awritten explanation of the Victims’

Bill of Rights.

» information about the availability of

social services and victim assistance
» acopy of the initial incident report
» information about the Violent
Crimes Compensation Board

e acontact at the police agency where
you may check the status of an
arrest or determine if a defendant
has been released from custody, and
the procedures to follow if you are
threatened or intimidated.

The pre-trial stage...

Under the Victims’ Bill of Rights, the
Attorney General’s office must notify victims
about the scheduling of court proceedings and
changes including case reviews, trial dates,
and other hearings.

When a case is heard in Superior Court the
victims must be informed about their rights to
confer with prosecutors about the disposition
of the case, including the victim’s views on
dismissal or any plea negotiations.

A victim, or someone designated by the
victim, has the right to be present whenever a
defendant has the right to be present at a court
proceeding, unless the defendant can show
good cause to exclude the victim.

The Bill of Rights also prohibits employers
from firing or disciplining victims who either
must attend criminal proceedings for the
purpose of protecting their interests or who
have been asked by a prosecutor to assist in
the preparation needed for a proceeding.

Going to Court
Courts are required:

. to consider the interest of the victim
in a speedy prosecution and expedite
cases involving a child victim or
witness (particularly child abuse and
sex abuse cases)

. to provide safeguards to minimize the
victim’s contact with the defendant,
the defendant’s relatives, and the
defense witnesses during the court
proceedings. This includes a separate
waiting area, if such an area is
available.

After a conviction...
Prior to sentencing, the Pre-sentence
Office must:
. make a reasonable effort to confer
with the victim,
. inform victims of their right to
present an impact statement.

The Attorney General’s office must
notify the victim about:

. date of the sentencing hearing and
must explain the sentencing order,

. date of an appeal hearing and
outcome of proceeding,

. any reduction or modification of
sentence

The Department of Correction or, if the
offender is a juvenile, the Division of
Youth Rehabilitative Services, must notify
a victim about:

. defendant’s projected release date,

. release of the offender to a
community- based program,

. Parole Board hearing date,

. if any escape from custody occurs,
the victim must be notified
immediately by telephone or in
person

The Board of Parole or the Board of
Pardons must notify the victim:

. in writing about the victim’s right
to address the Board (either in
writing or in person)

. about the Board’s decision in the
case.







